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SUBJECT: SHABA ATTACK: WAV AMCITS AT KOLWEZI 

REF: STATE 122725 

1 . AFTER CONSULTATION WITH LUBUMBASHI PO BORG AND FROM OUR 
CONTACTS WITH REPRESENTATIVES IN KINSHASA OF CIS, PEACE CORPS, AND 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, FOLLOWING IS OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
SITUATION WITH REGARD TO AMERICAN CITIZENS IN KOLWEZI. 

2. CIS HAS 57 EMPLOYEES AND 9 DEPENDENTS IN KOLWEZI AREA. ALL OF 
THESE ARE ACCOUNTED FOR EXCEPT TWO EMPLOYEES (ONE WITH A GERMAN 
WIFE) WHO HAVE NOT BEEN HEARD FROM SINCE MAY 13. THEIR SITUATION 
AND STATUS ARE UNCERTAIN. GENERAL BABIA TOLD CHIEF ZAMISH MAY 15 
THAT TWO CIS EMPLOYEES HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY INVADERS. WHILE THEY 
MAY BE SAME TWO MENTIONED ABOVE, NEITHER WE NOR CIS HAVE CONFIR- 
MATION OF BABIA'S REPORT. WE ARE SEEKING FURTHER INFORMATION. 

ALL OTHER CIS PERSONNEL ARE NOW LOCATED AT THE CAMP SITE 8 KILO- 
METERS NW OF KOLWEZI LIVING IN THREE LONG BARRACKS. IN CASE OF 
EMERGENCY, THEY CAN TAKE COVER IN THE BASEMENT OF THE CONCRETE 
CONVERTER BUILDING, WHICH WILL GIVE THEM COVER FROM 
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HORIZONTAL FIRE. ONE CIS EMPLOYEE IS SAFE IN CITY. 

3. PEACE CORPS DOES NOT HAVE VOLUNTEERS IN KOLWEZI ITSELF. 

4. THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HAS SIX PEOPLE (2 FAMILIES) 

IN KOLWEZI. THEIR LAST RADIO TRANSMISSION FROM KOLWEZI WAS RECEIVED 
AT 10:00 A.M. MAY 13. LOCATION AND STATUS OF ALL SIX UNKNOWN. 
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5. GECAMINES HAS FOUR AMCITS EMPLOYEES AND ONE DEPENDENT AT KOLWEZI. 
PRESENCE OF GECAMINES EMPLOYEE MARIETTE HAAG, WHO NORMALLY STATIONED 
KOLWEZI, HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED. 

6. ONE AMERICAN TOURIST, RICHARD BLACK, REPORTED IN KOLWEZI. NO 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON HIM. 

7. PRESENCE OF CATHOLIC MISSIONARY URBAN MESSERICH, NORMALLY 
STATIONED KOLWEZI, NOT CONFIRMED. 

8. E&E CONSIDERATIONS: CIS IS WORKING ON AN AUXILIARY AIR 
STRIP AT KOLWEZI. IT IS 1200 METERS LONG, SURFACED WITH 18-INCH 
THICK LATERITE, AND CAPABLE OF LANDING A LIGHTLY-LADEN DC-3. CIS 
HAS 2 DC-3'S LOCATED KANANGA, EACH CAPABLE OF CARRYING 22 MAXIMUM 
LOAD, 20 LOADED FOR A SHORT TRIP; 2 BELL RANGER 206 HELICOPTERS 
LOCATED AT KANANGA, CAPABLE OF CARRYING FOUR PASSENGERS EACH; AND 
1 PIPER AZTEC CAPABLE OF CARRYING THREE PASSENGERS. CIS HAS 
ENOUGH VEHICLES TO MOVE ALL PERSONNEL AT ONE TIME BY ROAD. 

9. AVGAS STATUS: KANANGA HAS SUFFICIENT RESERVE FOR TWO DC-3 
TRIPS. KOLWEZI HAS SUFFICIENT FOR TWO DC-3 TRIPS, STORED IN UNDER- 
GROUND TANKS. 

10. CIS HAS FOOD RESERVES SUFFICIENT FOR OVER THREE MONTHS. WATER 
IS SUPPLIED BY THE CITY AND THERE IS NO RESERVE IN STORAGE. THEY 
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USE CITY POWER AND ALSO HAVE ONE AUXILIARY GENERATOR. 

1 . CIS IS DISCUSSING POSSIBLE EVACUATION THEIR PERSONNEL, 

CONTINGENT ON FEASILIBITY OF PUTTING IN AIRCRAFT AND OBTAINING 
GOZ PERMISSION. 

12. AMBASSADOR HAS ALERTED BOTH ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER IDZUMBUIR 
AND PRESIDENT MOBUTU RE POSSIBILITY THAT CIS MAY DECIDE TO 
EVACUATE ITS PERSONNEL. 

13. DETAILS OF CIS PROPOSALS FOR EVACUATION WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL. 

14. BRITISH EMBASSY INFORMED US MAY 15 THEY ARE EVACUATING 10 BRITIS 
H 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN FROM SMTF MINE CAMP AT TENKE FUNGURUME. 

CUTLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CITIZEN PROTECTION, WELFARE & WHEREABOUTS, INVASIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KINSHA04785 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780205-0239 
Format: TEL 
From: KINSHASA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780559/aaaabxxx.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f5891c9f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 122725 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2691219 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHABA ATTACK: W/W AMCITS AT KOLWEZI 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, CASC, CG, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f5891 c9f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



